Dear Sam, 12/21/90 

I don't have in front of me what you b£ refer to as my lengthy screezf (wait until 
yoj/ see what I m working on now!) b/t I quote what you said:" , I/Y those days I had a good 

memory. Well, sir you haven't lost it.” In a sense you may be correct but not in the 
sense I intended. 


age. 


fiy recolltction of the past is perhaps good compared with that of others of my 
don t know. But I do know that it is not as good as it once was. And I do now 
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?XElsiH,Bdprobleias relating to the recent. As an example, I can't remember 
the neaas of most of the people who have a walking program at ! 'my” mall. I see most daily, 
too. Sometimes there is a name I know well that for long periods of tine I can't remember, 
can t remember much of wnat I've been getting on paper in recent months and can't now, 

after several days, recall what I go into in the earlier parts of this long I refer 
to above. 


n ■ , as recie:a tly as ^966 I could and did recall precise citations to tie Warren 
ommission s record. Not all of it, but portions that were of interest to me. A story 
uhat might amuse you on this.- 


YftEW-TV was taping a long show on the JFK assassination, with six generally called 
cpitics, the late Jiifo Bishop as moderator. That pontificating stuf^shirt was tal irf n g down 
Prom ms personal Olympus and making mistakes that had the effect of criticizing my 
accuracy. The question was what did the autopsy doctors testify to. So, I told him that 
the volumes were behind him on the floor and why didn't he just get &blume 2 and on page 
^73, near the topo read what they did testify to? He didn't. So I did. And I was correct. 

ae got so upset he spilled a cup of coffee on a very lhoud sports jacket he had just 
bought for a high price in those days, several hundred dollars. He wailed and exclaimed. 

See what you've made me do!')” I think that was all edited out but it did happen. 

Jfttien I as editor of the committee of the Senate on which I worked we had no index 
to anything. -Ao the staff would see or phone me and I'd give them volume and page number 
of what I'd published. 

outline 

1 wrote a11 s ev ©n books without having or taking the time to xxdex them . as probably 
shows. By my memory was that good. I knew where to go to get my citations. 


That I do not remember what I should when I should is, I think, apparent in the 
memos I $e been writing that you, Joe and others find interesting. So I sometimess resume 
with what I remembered that I'd forgotten where it does not belong.When my memory was what 
i meant by good, this would not have happened fif ten/ 

In your 12/18 you say, correctly, that HU was "the victim of the Viet Nam kickback." 
It was more, it was much broader. LBJ was one of the many victims of the wold-war policies 
that dominated the government, the Congress, the media and the people. Biet Nam was their 
bastard. Another of their bastards is the currekt distress that is much greater than is 
acknowledged. (For example, the local employment has been touted as exceptional good but 
without any reporting of it and with all who've exhausted their insurance and all who 
have given up trying to get work, the volume of claimants in this better -off area is so 
great there is not enough space in the offices to accomodate so the staff is forced to 
mak% house calls for the interviews. Slows the process up but there isn't much choice.) 


n bhe present situation in the Gulf, j. think we make a big mistake to evaluate 
Saddam and what ©e is pulling in terms of our culture, our society. What seems to .make 
sense to us has no effect on him and the to us childish things he says are rather sophisti- 
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cated and help him where he wants to be helped, domestically and in the Arab world. He is 


a u sh ‘r 


^ £ ^~ e Bait Buch at wi 1 ^ does that often enough, while flaunting disrecpect in 
Bsffi’-s face. Mx Bush loses face, a worhtwhike excapade for. I'm sure the anti-Bush Arabs love 
what Saddam did on selecting a date for |his meeting with Baker only two days before the 
UN deddiine and then offering to meet any country in Europe at any timer. The two are contra- 
tSi§^°®y* Bush is s tiH trying ro palm himself aff as other than a wjfop, which he is all the 
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